
 

 
 

 
 

Warsaw, 27th September 2021. 
 
 
 

Call for Papers 
International Conference “V4. Past. Present. Future” 

 
 
Faculty of Political Science and International Studies, University of Warsaw in partnership with: 

- Faculty of International Relations, University of Economics in Bratislava 

- Faculty of Social Sciences, Institute of International Studies, Charles University,  

-  Faculty of Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies, Charles University, 

- Department of International Relations, Institute for International, Political and Regional 

Studies, Corvinus University of Budapest, 

- Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Pecs. 

is organising International Conference: “V4. Past. Present. Future” that will take place on 16th and 

17th of December, 2021. 

The year 2021 marks the 30th anniversary of the Visegrad Group, i.e., the cooperation structure of 

four Central European countries. The Czech Republic, Slovakia (initially still acting as 

Czechoslovakia), Hungary and Poland decided to work together in the transformation process and, 

after its completion, in the efforts to join NATO and the European Union structures. Much hope was 

invested in this ambitious sub-regional cooperation project. To this day, the V4 Group countries 

have played an important role in the region. Their role in the European Union political process is 

also significant. No wonder many researchers focus on the V4 Group. What is left of the 

cooperation’s initial objectives? Has this ambitious project proved successful and met the 

expectations of the founders? What is the role of the V4 countries in the EU and in international 

relations generally? How do socio-political changes in the individual V4 countries affect their 

cooperation? Together with the conference participants, we will try to answer these and many other 

questions.  

Recognizing the need for an in-depth discussion, on 16-17th December 2021, the Faculty of Political 

Science and International Studies, University of Warsaw, plans to organise a two-day international 

scientific conference titled, “V4. Past. Present. Future” in cooperation with several universities from 

Central Europe. We would like to invite researchers in the field of politics, administration, security 

and international relations to participate in this scientific event. Plenary sessions will be 

accompanied by panel sessions on detailed issues such as the role of the Visegrad Group in the 

European Union and political and economic cooperation among member states and partner 

countries. We would also like to invite the ambassadors and directors of cultural institutes of the 

Group's member countries to participate in the conference.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

The ambition of the organisers and the aim of the conference is to indicate the significance of the 

changes that have occurred as part of the V4 Group’s cooperation over the thirty years of its existence 

and to explain its internal, regional and international significance. It is not only about a simple 

review of the objectives and the results of their implementation, but also a holistic approach, 

heuristic analysis and explanation of the current socio-political processes in the V4 Group, its 

activities in international relations in a broad theoretical context, and related empirical research and 

scientific observations. The scientific interpretation of events is crucial in capturing the essence, 

significance and activities of the Visegrad Group, its determinants, and its limitations.  

Our conference intends to create a space for discussion on contemporary challenges and threats to 

the cooperation of the four countries – so important for Central Europe – and their role in the 

European Union and in international relations, and the problems experienced by their societies.  

You are welcome to participate in the conference and celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Visegrad 

Group. We will be honoured to see you at this event organised by the Faculty of Political Science and 

International Studies of the University of Warsaw in cooperation with academic partners from the 

V4 Group countries. 

Our two-day conference will include: opening lecture, plenary sessions and panel sessions. The 

opening lecture will be given by Ms. Marianna Neupauerová, Deputy Executive Director from 

Visegrad Fund who will present the practical dimension of regional cooperation. She is a Slovak 

diplomat who started professional career with the Slovak Commission for UNESCO and continued 

by focusing on human rights issues and later development cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign 

and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. The second speaker will be Ivan Krastev, political 

scientist and philosopher, the Chair of the Centre for Liberal Strategies in Sofia and a Permanent 

Fellow at the IWM Institute of Human Sciences in Vienna. He is also a founding Board Member of 

ECFR and the Member of the Board of Trustees of the International Crisis Group.  

Submission of individual papers and panels on national, regional and international aspects of the 

analysis of the role of the Visegrad Group are all invited. Please see the below list of suggested topics 

of interest or offer one from beyond 2 main frameworks: 

I framework: Political and Economic Transformation in V4 

• Dynamics and changes of political systems or evolution and dynamics of changes in political 

systems of V4 states  

• Dynamics and changes of party systems 

• Political parties and social movements 

• Populism, civic activity, socio-political cleavages 

• Dilemmas of Social Policy 

• Cultural policy, higher education cooperation 

• Economic cooperation  

• Cooperation in crisis – counteracting the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Energy security in V4 



 

 
 

 

 

 

II Framework: V4 in International Relations 

 Sub-regionalism and regionalism 

 Defense and Security 

 Foreign Policy 

 Political and economic cooperation of V4 

 Challenges and threats to the development of the V4 

 Transatlantic relations 

 Relation with Emerging Powers and Emerging Markets 

 EU external relations with neighborhood  

 China factor in Central Europe 

 Russia factor in Central Europe and the EU 

 

Abstracts of up to 300 words for the papers should be sent through the following application form: 

http://bityl.pl/eLVET 

The deadline for the paper applications is 10th October 2021. Submitted abstracts will be reviewed 

by the Scientific Committee. Authors will obtain feedback regarding the acceptance of their 

proposals until 20th October 2021. The conference is planned to be conducted at University of 

Warsaw. The Organizing Committee will inform participants if the conference format needs to be 

changed due to the pandemic situation. 

 

All the important dates are as follows: 

• June, 15th, 2021- abstract submission open 

• October, 10th , 2021 - deadline of abstract submission 

• October 20th, 2021 - notification of abstract acceptance 

• October 21st, 2021 - registration open 

• November 20th, 2021 - early bird registration deadline 

• November 21st , 2021 - regular registration  

• December 16th-17th, 2021 - conference dates 

 

 

http://bityl.pl/eLVET


 

 
 

 

 

 

Payment:  

Standard conference fee is EUR 75 for early bird registrations and EUR 100 for regular 

registration.  

Reduced conference fee for PhD Students and MA/BA Students is EUR 50 for early bird 

registration and EUR 70 for regular registration. Please note that a copy of Student ID valid 

at the time of the conference is required to apply for the reduced conference fee.  

 

The conference fee includes: 

• Scientific program 

• Conference materials 

• Coffee breaks 

• Lunch 

• Gala Dinner 

 

The conference language will be English. 

The organizers plan to publish in a reputable publishing house the best articles 

presented during the conference after obtaining positive external reviews. 

 

For all enquiries, please contact: conference.v4@uw.edu.pl 

Further information you can find on our conference website: https://wnpism.uw.edu.pl/en/v4/ 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the international academic conference.   

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Przastek 

Dean of the Faculty of Political 

Science and International Studies 
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