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You are cordially invited to submit abstracts for the workshop “Exploring the Impact of Social Policies on
People’s Lives: Nordic Welfare States in a Comparative Perspective” taking place 8 — 9 June 2023 at the
University of Oslo.

Socioeconomic scarcity has had a bearing on people’s lives in economic, social, and political terms. Although
welfare states have been quite successful in developing far-reaching social insurance systems to protect their
citizens, their effect has been uneven. Thus, this workshop aims to explore how socio-economic scarcity and
various social policies, separately or together, impact people’s lives — with a special attention to their political
opinions (including redistribution preferences), social attitudes, democratic participation, evaluation of their
institutional systems, and party preferences. Here, we adopt a broad conceptualisation of welfare state and
social policies, and encourage comparisons across different welfare states including the most generous one in
the Nordic countries. Therefore, please submit your proposal even if your research does not include any
Nordic country.

Paper proposals consisting of the full title, a brief abstract (maximum 300 words), and a list of all authors
(including their affiliations) should be sent to Miroslav Nemcok (miroslav.nemcok@stv.uio.no) by 5 March
2023. The applicants will be informed about the decision within two weeks.

The workshop will last two days, and the selection of papers will be motivated by a demand for cross-
disciplinary and multi-method approaches. The workshop plans to bring together scholars from political
science, sociology, social policy, public administration, history of economics, and related fields. The selection
will stress the need for a variety of methodological approaches — combining quantitative and qualitative
techniques as well as the policy analysis and examination of the historical trajectories of the welfare state
developments. Women, junior scholars, and other academically underrepresented groups are especially
encouraged to apply.

There is no participation fee. We will provide selected meals, and accommodation for all participants. In
addition, there are a few travel grants available, granting preference to junior scholars. Please include your
interest in a travel grant in the submission email.

Selected papers presented at the workshop will be compiled into a special issue/edited volume proposal and
submitted to an academic outlet/publisher.

The organising committee: Miroslav Nemcok (University of Oslo), Zhen Jie Im (Copenhagen Business School), Anne-Marie Jeannet
(University of Milan), Paul Marx (University of Duisburg-Essen), Franco Bonomi Bezzo (University of Milan).

The workshop is generously funded by NordForsk through the ReNEW research hub, and the Research Council of Norway through the
Welfare State Support and Political Trust (WELTRUST) project.
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